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About the New York Philharmonic Archives

• Oldest Symphony Orchestra in the United States

• Founded in 1842

• Institutional Archives

• Business Archives

• Arts and Culture Archives

– Music scores & parts

– Includes audio, and increasingly moving image

• Tradition of Collecting – saving everything
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The Tradition of Collecting
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Alfresco Use Case - NYP Digital Archives Page 5



• Outside Researchers worldwide
• Scholars, music fans, musicians

• Institution/Staff and Orchestra
• Executive

• Marketing & Communications

• Development

• Operations

• Orchestra Personnel

• Finance & Accounting

• Archives use instills appreciation for collecting

Who the Collection Serves
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• CARLOS - concerts, orchestra library
• Used to manage current concert activities

• Becomes archival record documenting the concert

• DB/Textworks – business records
• Primary objective: maintain provenance

• Adhere to traditional hierarchies

• Maintain context

• Description at folder level, not item level

• All records closed/embargoed 40-50 years

Intellectual Control
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• Leveraging what we’ve done
• Maintain core principles of relationships and descriptive 

context

• Replicate the physical research experience

• Integrate existing electronic descriptive sources (CARLOS & 
DB/Textworks)

• Be comprehensive

http://archives.nyphil.org

Ready to Digitize
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• Looking ahead to 2064 – what will be available?

• Leveraging the past for the future
• Current digital archives to serve as platform for born-digital

• Digital Preservation vs. Access

• Primary Goals
• Seamless integration of the past with the future

• Maintaining context

The Born-Digital Future
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• Email

• Office Documents & PDFs

• Photos

• Data sets

• Digitized Content

• Audio/Video

• Links to external content

• Web Content

• Social Media

• Software

What will be accessible in 2063

We are confident that these 
will be accessible in 2063

Our challenge: how to 
preserve and ensure 
accessibility
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