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NDSR@NLM: THE PROJECT

Proposed by Christie Moffatt, selected by Library of Congress

Build and Maintain a thematic Web collection: 
“Disorders of the Developing and Aging Brain: Autism and Alzheimer’s on 
the Web”

66 Seeds evenly split, covering 6-7 perspectives:
 Current Understanding
 Caretakers (first-person resources, primarily blogs of caretakers)
 Patients/Sufferers (also first-person, also primarily blogs)
 Research
 Causes
 Treatment
 Prevention (for Alzheimer’s only)



USING THEMATIC WEB COLLECTIONS TO FILL 
KNOWN COLLECTING GAPS



USING THEMATIC WEB COLLECTIONS TO FILL 
KNOWN COLLECTING GAPS

LocatorPlus HMD Finding Aids

Autism 951 3

Alzheimer’s 1644 10



THE VALUE OF THEMATIC WEB COLLECTIONS



NDSR@NLM: THE MODEL

Thematic Collections as “Two Sides of the Same Coin”: Diagnoses 
made during an organ or system’s development and decline.

System Early Diagnosis Late Diagnosis

Reproductive Teen Pregnancy Infertility

Musculoskeletal Scoliosis Osteoarthritis

Endocrine Diabetes Type 1 Diabetes Type 2

Digestive Eating Disorders Obesity



NDSR@NLM: THE PRODUCT



NDSR@NLM: THE PRODUCT



NDSR@NLM: THE PRODUCT



NDSR@NLM: THE PRODUCT



NDSR@NLM: THE PRODUCT

Collection finding aid live

Catalog record forthcoming

Collection represents one of the first fully curated, processed, and described thematic 
web collections in America

New workflows in place to routinize the proposal and collection of future web 
collections

Description schema put into place that can be replicated for future collections



OTHER ACTIVITIES COMPLETED
Presented the project three times at two conferences:

• American Library Association Mid-Winter Conference, Philadelphia, PA
• IMLS WebWise Conference, Baltimore, MD

Presented the project at a DC Digital Cultural Heritage Meetup event

Attended the Tri-State Archivists Meeting (NC/SC/GA), Code4Lib pre-conference 
session, and Personal Digital Archiving

Scheduled to present a poster on the project at the 2014 Library of Congress NDSA 
meeting in July and participate in a breakout group

Coordinated a regional symposium held at NLM on April 8: Emerging Trends in Digital 
Stewardship

Wrote posts for Circulating Now (NLM) and The Signal (Library of Congress) blogs
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