2014 National Agenda for Digital Stewardship Talking Points
What is the national agenda?

The National Agenda for Digital Stewardship integrates the perspective of dozens of experts and hundreds of institutions of the NDSA to identify the highest-impact opportunities to advance the state of the art; the state of practice; and the state of collaboration within the next 3-5 years in digital stewardship. 
The document highlights 
· emerging technological trends 
· identifies gaps in digital stewardship capacity 
· provides funders and decision-makers with insight into the work needed to ensure that today's valuable digital content remains accessible and comprehensible in the future

Why a national agenda for digital stewardship? 

· Effective digital stewardship is vital for:

· maintaining authentic public records

· growing a reliable scientific evidence base

· providing durable access to our cultural heritage

· Knowledge of ongoing research, practice, and organizational collaborations is distributed widely across disciplines, sectors, and communities of practice

Why Now?

Strong trends towards:

· More production of digital content

· More publishing, filtering and access 

· More learners and collaborators

What Was Accomplished? How was this accomplished it?

The NDSA has identified high-impact opportunities to advance:
· the state of the art

· the state of practice

· the state of collaboration

The NDSA completed this work thought:
· Contributed community effort
· Integrating diverse perspectives

· The persistence, organization, and commitment of the Secretariat

What are the Four Research Areas?
Digital Content Areas

· Different content types present a variety of challenges related to preservation including, for example:


o 
size/scale of content (web archives, big data),


o 
selection of content when we can't preserve everything - how do we define

what is important to preserve.

· When we select content to preserve, audiences increasingly expect expanded access options - tools for engaging and interacting with the content, usability standards met, involvement in the selection of content to preserve.
· Four priority content areas selected for focus in 2014 are, in no specific order. Each was selected for the 2014 list because of its importance to many of our organizations, and the already observed loss of this type of digital content.
· Electronic Records, 
· Research Data, 
· Web and Social Media, and 
· Moving Image and Recorded Sound.  
Organizational Roles, Policies and Practices

· describes the overarching challenges faced by the digital preservation community

· articulates the problem that it is increasingly difficult to adequately preserve our valuable digital content
· it’s difficult because of:

· a complex set of financial pressures, 

· increased volume and complexity, 

· lack of staff and expertise, 

· rapid technological change
Research Areas

**NOTE that the examples listed on the poster are not all of the research areas. These talking points provide all of them.
•
Research in digital stewardship faces a number of challenges – digital preservation is, of course, a long-term responsibility and its benefits serve broad and diverse communities and can be difficult to quantify and funding in this area tends to be project or content specific. But beyond those challenges the agenda identifies 5 areas of opportunity.

· Applied Research for Cost Modeling and Audit Modeling

· Understanding Information Equivalence and Significance

· Policy Research and Trust Frameworks

· Preservation at Scale

· Strengthening the Evidence Base for Digital Preservation

Technical Infrastructure

**NOTE that the examples listed on the poster are not all of the research areas. These talking points provide all of them.
· The set of interconnected technical elements that provides a framework for supporting an entire structure of design, development, deployment and documentation in service of applications, systems, and tools for digital preservation. This includes hardware, software, and systems.
· Organizational policies, practice, and regulation inform many of the observations and recommendations for the development of digital stewardship infrastructure. 
· Main areas of need: 

· File Format Action Plan Development

· Many formats to manage 

· Standards needed/guidelines

· Interoperability and Portability in Storage Architectures 

· Sharing data tapes/storage……. plug and play

· Integration of Digital Forensics Tools 

· Research needed

· Ensuring Content Integrity 

· Migration assuring content

· Fixity checks/validity checks
