National Digital Stewardship Alliance Member Agreement

This Agreement is between the Library of Congress, a United States Government agency having its principal offices at 101 Independence Avenue, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20540 ("LC") and the following entity of institution ("Member"): 

Whereas digital content is ephemeral and requires active management to ensure its ongoing usefulness; and the volume and complexity of content has increased beyond the scope of any one institution to preserve and provide access to a universal collection of digital content; therefore, building, sustaining, preserving and providing access to a universal collection requires a new paradigm of cooperation among stewardship organizations;
Whereas LC has initiated and is developing the National Digital Stewardship Alliance ("NDSA") as an outgrowth of the National Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program ("NDIIPP") efforts;
Whereas the objectives of the NDSA are to identify and recruit institutions with shared commitment to digital preservation and access, along with complementary content, technical, business, and legal expertise to join the Alliance;
Whereas the Library and Members obligate themselves to fulfilling specified roles and responsibilities within the NDSA; and thus serve the public good by ensuring long-term preservation of and access to high-value digital content; and continuing fulfillment of our stewardship obligations;
With this Agreement, Member hereby agrees to become and fulfill the obligations of a member of the NDSA. The term of this Agreement will commence on the date of the last signature, below, and will continue until December 31, 2013, unless modified by written agreement of the parties. Party representatives are designated on Attachment A. Institutional contribution to the NDSA is governed by the terms and conditions are provided in Attachment B.  Attachments A and B are incorporated herein.
In witness whereof, the parties have executed this Agreement. 

For the Library of Congress




For the Member
______________________




_______________________

Laura Campbell







Associate Librarian of Congress

______________________




_______________________

Date







Date
NDSA Member Agreement
Attachment A – Representatives

Communication Representatives

For LC: 

William LeFurgy

Digital Initiatives Project Manager

Library of Congress 

101 Independence Avenue, S.E., (LM637)

Washington, D.C. 20540-1300

Phone: 202-707-8618

Fax: 202-707-0815

E-Mail: wlef@loc.gov 

For Member: 

Program Representatives

For LC:

Leslie Johnston
Acting Director, NDIIPP

Library of Congress 

101 Independence Avenue, S.E., (LM637)

Washington, D.C. 20540-1300

Phone: 202-707-2801
Fax: 202-252-3173

E-Mail: lesliej@loc.gov   
For Member: 

NDSA Member Agreement Attachment B –Terms and Conditions
I. Preservation: The Library of Congress and Members of the NDSA are committed to serving as digital stewards of America's national digital collection and employing standards, systems, and cooperative relationships that advance digital stewardship. 
II. Membership: Members are organizations that commit to making a sustained contribution to one or more stewardship roles, such as: 1) Content:  Contributing significant materials to the national digital collection to be preserved and made available to current and future generations; 2) Standards and Practices:  Developing, following and promoting effective methods for selecting, organizing, preserving, and serving digital content; 3) Infrastructure:  Developing and maintaining tools for curation and preservation, and providing storage, hosting, migration, or similar services for the long term preservation of digital content; 4) Innovation:  Encouraging and conducting research in digital preservation science and technologies; and 5) Outreach and Education: Building relationships with stakeholder communities and preparing and sharing digital preservation information resources.  Members commit to participate in at least one working group established by the NDSA pursuant to these roles. 
III. Collaboration: Members commit to pursuing and participating in collaborative stewardship endeavors for at-risk digital content.
IV. Secretariat: The Library of Congress will serve as the executive secretariat of the NDSA and will maintain a clearinghouse for tools, content, services, practices and procedures, standards, training resources, and other information resources related to digital preservation. LC will also convene stakeholders to develop a shared understanding of digital stewardship responsibilities, possibilities and challenges; coordinate educational and information-sharing initiatives; report periodically on digital preservation; and sponsor work that advances the practice, science, and technology of digital stewardship, to the extent that funding is available. 
V. Publicity. Each party must obtain the prior written approval of the other party for the use and presentation of the other party's name, logo, trademarks, and trade names for publicity and promotion regarding the activities contemplated by this Agreement. Each party must obtain the prior written approval of the NDSA to use the NDSA name, logo, trademarks, and trade names for publicity and promotion. This applies to all uses in all media. Once approved, similar uses in the same context and format will not require additional approval. For these purposes, the parties will be represented designated by the publicity representatives in Attachment A. 
VII. Program and Communication Representatives. For purposes of interaction, guidance, direction, and coordination on programmatic or communication matters, the parties will be represented by the parties designated in Attachment A.
VIII. Substitution of Representatives. The parties will advise each other in writing of any substitution of representatives and of any change in the contact information for a representative. 
IX. General Provisions. Nothing contained in this Agreement will create any partnership or joint venture or agency relationship between the parties. Neither party may make binding commitments on the part of the other, except as otherwise specifically agreed herein. Nothing in this Agreement will be construed to require either party to obligate or expend funds for performance under this Agreement in excess of amounts available to the party or before funds become available to the party.  Each party will exercise reasonable care in its treatment of the property of the other party. Nothing in this Agreement, express or implied, constitutes an express or implied waiver of the privileges and immunities of the parties. This Agreement may be modified or amended only by written document executed by both parties. No waiver by either party of any term or provision of this Agreement or any default hereunder will affect either party's respective rights thereafter to enforce such term or provision or to exercise any right or remedy in the event of any other default, whether or not similar. If any part of this Agreement is ever ruled to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable by a court or other body of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the Agreement will continue in full force and effect and will be deemed modified to the minimum extent necessary to make it enforceable. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts. Signatures on separate originals will constitute and be of the same effect as signatures on the same original. Electronic and faxed signatures will constitute original signatures. This document is in English and has no counterpart in another language. 

