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The National Digital Stewardship Alliance Geospatial Content subgroup is exploring engagement with the Geospatial Platform. This engagement is being spearheaded by NDSA members but will be expanded to include any interested stewards of historical digital geospatial data, including libraries, archives and musuems in state, local and federal government as well as academic participants as appropriate.
About the Geospatial Platform

What is the Geospatial Platform? 
“The Geospatial Platform will offer access to a suite of geospatial assets including data, services, applications, and infrastructure that will be known as the geospatial Platform offering…The Geospatial Platform will support an operational environment, www.GeoPlatform.gov, where customers can discover, access, and use shared data, services, applications, and when appropriate, infrastructure assets.” – from Modernization Roadmap for the Geospatial Platform (PDF), pg. 10. 
The impetus for the Geospatial Platform originated in the White House FY2011 budget: 

“In 2010 and 2011, Federal data managers for geospatial data will move to a portfolio management approach, creating a Geospatial Platform to support GeoOneStop, place-based initiatives, and other potential future programs. This transformation will be facilitated by improving the governance framework to address the requirements of State, local and tribal agencies, Administration policy, and agency mission objectives. Investments will be prioritized based on business needs. The Geospatial Platform will explore opportunities for increased collaboration with Data.gov, with an emphasis on reuse of architectural standards and technology, ultimately increasing access to geospatial data.” - President’s Budget, Fiscal Year 2011, "Analytical Perspectives, Special Topics, Information Technology” (large PDF) (p. 325) 

Launched in Nov. 2011, 

“[t]he Geospatial Platform will build upon the successes of ongoing interagency geospatial initiatives by identifying and allying with programs that have resulted in (1) successful sharing of assets, (2) efficiencies in developing collaborative programs, and/or (3) development of a standard national dataset through intergovernmental coordination.” – from Modernization Roadmap for the Geospatial Platform, pg. 6. 

The platform allows users to explore featured maps and build their own maps based on available data. The Platform is built on ESRI ArcGIS Portal and other tools and currently offers some content and a small set of tools to enable collaboration. For example, the ability exists to create “Groups” around common areas of interest to share maps. There is a “Cultural Resources” group, but it currently does not have any maps, applications or tools associated with it.

The Platform will eventually include authoritative data from states and localities in addition to the Federal government. The current lead on Platform activities is Jerry Johnston, the Geospatial Information Officer at the Department of Interior (formerly the GIO at EPA). 

Processes are still being established for getting data into the Geospatial Platform (current data may have been submitted as part of pilot projects). It’s possible that Data.gov, the latest iteration of the federal government’s geospatial metadata catalog, provides the gateway infrastructure to the Geospatial Platform. The “FAQs From Practitioners” section of the Geospatial Platform Ocean community provides details on how to get data into Data.gov. While the relationship between data.gov and the Geospatial Platform is not entirely clear, it’s likely that Data.gov provides the entrée to the Geospatial Platform infrastructure. 

NDSA Geospatial Content WG Engagement with the Platform

Engagement with the Geospatial Platform offers the NDSA Geospatial Content WG and the wider historical geospatial data community (hereafter called the “historical geodata community”) a number of positive opportunities, including:

1. Leveraging the Platform to make digital geospatial collections more immediately accessible in a forum with high visibility and a potentially significant user base;

2. Clearinghouse of information on the stewardship of digital geospatial data; 

3. Access to advanced tools to create maps and make them accessible, with other technical services coming available in the future;
4. Access to tools and services without a significant investment on the part of each individual organization in technical infrastructure; 

5. Redundant storage for some portion of the community’s digital maps;

6. Engagement with the broad community of geospatial data creators, providing collaborative opportunities;

7. A possible central collection point for digital geospatial data for stewardship purposes; 
8. A venue to explore the role of stewarding organizations in the management of digital geospatial information of long-term value and the challenges of developing shared/supporting technical infrastructures;

9. Early adoption provides participants with more dedicated technical support resources and reputational benefits. 
Engagement Challenges for the Historical Geodata Community
While there are numerous positive opportunities provided by engagement with the Geospatial Platform, there are issues that the historical geodata community must address before moving forward.

First off, the community will need to clarify its purpose(s). Will it be a clearinghouse for information on geospatial preservation and stewardship? Or will it provide access to historical digital geospatial data? Or both? 

There are a number of current initiatives that provide some information on geospatial stewardship, the most prominent of which is geopreservation.org. Geopreservation.org remains a viable resource with an active user community, but there may be value in incorporating its resources in the Geospatial Platform in some form, under the theory that we should take the information to where geospatial data creators and practitioners are (or will be). Other potential clearinghouses such as GeoMAPP have been project-based and are no longer active. 

The community will need to clarify whether committed funding is necessary to enable participation in Platform activities by any individual organization. There is a redacted version of the “Business Plan for the Geospatial Platform” (pdf) available that describes Federal agency responsibilities and breaks out costs does not include dollar figures or agency shares. 

Additionally, an owner/managing entity for the “historical geodata community” must be identified. The community could be managed collectively by the NDSA Geospatial Data WG if the WG feels it has the resources to tackle it. Or it might be managed by representatives from Federal entities such as the National Archives of the Library of Congress that have traditionally been the long-term stewards of Federal data. In any event, the Department of Interior provides the platform and rules, sets expectations, establishes and maintains service level agreements details and the account infrastructure. Party that maintains the historical geodata community will need to be able to interface with all those elements. 

The managing entity will also need to be able to manage relationships with other parts of the participating community. It also must be able to establish available resourcing in advance of the commencement of the activity. 

Other potential areas of concern:

· Potential single point of failure; 

· Possible dependency on single set of technical tools; 
· Need assurance of ongoing Federal government commitment;

· Community name?;
· Need a more detailed statement of purpose. 

· Is it possible to incorporate existing geospatial preservation resources (GeoMAPP, geopreservation.org) into the Geospatial Platform infrastructure?

· What level of resourcing can the Geospatial Platform supply to support the initial development and ongoing support of the historical geodata community?
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